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The year has been dominated by
a special festival of events marking
the Society’s tercentenary. 
The public meeting rooms of 
the Society’s Burlington House
premises were restored and
refurbished in time for the
opening to widespread critical
acclaim of the Society’s special
exhibition – Making History – at
the Royal Academy of Arts in
September 2007. The success of
the exhibition was marked by a
generous grant from the Heritage
Lottery Fund to lend the
exhibition to four major regional
museums in England over the
years 2008 to 2010. The
celebrations were also marked by
a programme of public lectures,
debates and symposia exploring
the development of our cultural
heritage over 300 years since the
Society’s foundation. 

Throughout the year the Society
has continued with its core
mission of encouraging
scholarship nationally and
internationally through its
research grants, publications,
library services, museum

collections and its stewardship of
Kelmscott Manor. As a leading
non-governmental organization 
in our sector, we facilitate public
debate on the heritage and
contribute to public policy. 
Our distinguished Fellowship 
and our independent status
enable us to play a leading
advisory role in matters involving
the management, conservation
and presentation of the historic
environment and the wider
cultural heritage.

As we move into our fourth
century, the challenge facing the
Society is not only to develop 
as an organization but also to
extend its knowledge, resources
and services to a wider public.
For that reason our Making

History Development Campaign,
to be launched in late 2009, will
seek more than £10 million in
new funding for priority projects. 
These will enable the Society to
maintain and enhance the role
which its founders foresaw for it
300 years ago and which is now
needed more than ever.

Geoff Wainwright 
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David Gaimster
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Pictured above: The Society’s President,
Geoff Wainwright, and General
Secretary, David Gaimster.

Front cover: ‘Veil of Time’, the carved
keystone above the entrance to the
Society’s Burlington House apartments.
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Introduction
Welcome to the Society’s new Impact
Report, which reviews our main
achievements for 2007–8 and outlines
our aspirations for the future. 

Our key objectives
1 Fostering public understanding of 

the cultural heritage
2 Engaging in public policy
3 Supporting research and communicating 

its results
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